
12-Month Wedding Countdown
Congratulations, you’re engaged! What’s next? Check off the tasks on this 12-month wedding countdown worksheet and you will be 
organized up to your wedding day. Download all of our planning worksheets to organize everything from the budget to the guest list.

12 to 9 months before
      set date and time

      begin a three-ring wedding binder for your planning needs. 	

      include information on the budget, vendors, and contracts

      determine budget (who is paying for what?) 

      determine a theme/style and colors for your wedding day

      book a reception venue based on budget and theme  

      book officiant and a location for ceremony
      figure out a guest list head count

      figure out who and how many in your wedding party
      interview wedding planners, if you decide to hire one

      go to RIMonthlyEngaged.com to set up your wedding website

      (also, consider setting up a Pinterest account)

      book a session for engagement photos

      announce engagement in newspaper

      have an engagement party

      based on budget, begin researching wedding vendors

      begin making appointments to look for your wedding dress  

8 months before
      book photographer and videographer
      book entertainment/DJ or band
      book your caterer
      set up your wedding registries; link to your website

      block hotel rooms for out-of-town guests

      order passports if traveling out of the country 

      purchase your dream dress at a bridal boutique
      shop for wedding accessories once dress purchased

7 to 6 months before
      shop for bridesmaids and mother-of-the-bride dresses

      visit a men’s clothier for groom’s and groomsmen attire

      meet with jewelers to discuss options for wedding bands

      order invitations and favors; mail save-the-date cards

      book your honeymoon
      book florist
      arrange your (and guests’) transportation
 
5 to 4 months before
      book a rehearsal dinner venue and location for rehearsal

      select and order the wedding cake and/or desserts
      send guest list to maid-of-honor (for bridal shower)

      schedule hair and make-up for wedding day

      finalize and order the groom’s and groomsmen attire

      plan and purchase items for welcome bags, if desired

3 to 2 months before
      finalize menu (plus cocktails/hors d’oeuvres) with caterer

      If not provided by your caterer or venue, reserve rental 

      equipment (chairs, linens, etc.)

      mail wedding invitations

      finalize flowers and decorations with florist

      finalize toasts at reception

      purchase lingerie/undergarments for dress fitting

      purchase wedding bands so that you’ll have time for 

      engraving and resizing

      bachelor or bachelorette party planned

      print menu cards, programs and other stationery needs

1 month before
      finalize ceremony with officiant (readings/vows)

      get marriage license and fill out document for name change

      go for final dress fitting (bring shoes and accessories)

      purchase gifts for wedding party and family members

      finalize all transportation for wedding day

      review photography shot list with photographer

      submit wedding announcement to newspaper

      review music play list with deejay or band

      buy a guest book or create a DIY project for guests to sign

      for an at-home wedding, stock the bar based on guest list

      create seating chart for reception and print place cards

2 weeks  before
      give caterer/venue final head count for reception

      finalize all honeymoon plans

      break in wedding shoes

Week of wedding
      send a timeline of the wedding day and a responsibility 	
        sheet for the wedding party and family members so that 	

      you will be stress-free on the wedding day    

      have checks ready for vendors; include all tips

      pack for wedding day (emergency kit, makeup, etc.)

      pack for the honeymoon

      pick up wedding dress at the bridal boutique

      confirm tux rentals (or pick up suit at tailor)

      go to a spa or salon for a massage, manicure and pedicure

      rehearse the ceremony and attend dinner; pass out gifts

      drop off welcome bags for out-of-town guests   

The wedding day
      eat small, light meals

      have hair and make-up done

      give yourself three hours to get ready before the ceremony

      have the wedding certificate signed by the best man and 

      maid-of-honor

      switch engagement ring to other hand/finger

      exchange presents with the groom

bold face = Downloadable form available on RIMonthlyEngaged.com
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